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I. ERC?

ERC was born within the EU program called IDEAS.
It foster the initiative of individual researchers,
bottom-up investigator driven frontier research.
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I. ERC?

ERC was born within the EU program called IDEAS.
It foster the initiative of individual researchers,
bottom-up investigator driven frontier research.

It aims at the growth of leaders of the European science.
To lead means to serve others and to take the responsibility.
This is a big burden at times when science is getting more
and more business alike; as a quest for personal recognition.
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I. ERC?

ERC was born within the EU program called IDEAS.
It foster the initiative of individual researchers,
bottom-up investigator driven frontier research.

It aims at the growth of leaders of the European science.
To lead means to serve others and to take the responsibility.
This is a big burden at times when science is getting more
and more business alike; as a quest for personal recognition.

Gill Wells (University of Oxford):

Individual fellowships – strategic tool for the University of Oxford.
Invest to those who are open.
Recruit and retain.
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II. An opportunity?

ERC approach based on initiative of individuals works. It is based on
healthy principles and it gradually reshapes science in Europe(and also
behind Europe). Despite difficulties and mistakes.
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II. An opportunity?

ERC approach based on initiative of individuals works. It is based on
healthy principles and it gradually reshapes science in Europe(and also
behind Europe). Despite difficulties and mistakes.

Evaluation is based on the value of the scientific content and on the
anticipated impact to the field (well thought risk/gain balance).
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ERC approach based on initiative of individuals works. It is based on
healthy principles and it gradually reshapes science in Europe(and also
behind Europe). Despite difficulties and mistakes.

Evaluation is based on the value of the scientific content and on the
anticipated impact to the field (well thought risk/gain balance).

Staying aside would help neither the individual institutions nor science
and the whole research environment in our country.
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II. An opportunity?

ERC approach based on initiative of individuals works. It is based on
healthy principles and it gradually reshapes science in Europe(and also
behind Europe). Despite difficulties and mistakes.

Evaluation is based on the value of the scientific content and on the
anticipated impact to the field (well thought risk/gain balance).

Staying aside would help neither the individual institutions nor science
and the whole research environment in our country.

Proclamations using the label ”excellence”do not deliver,
no matter on how loudly and frequently they are used.
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III. Support for ERC applicants?

Expert Group for ERC Applicants (Charles University and Czech
Academy of Sciences) together with Technology Center of CAS:

System of workshops (I, II, III) + Mock Interview.
Support for creating and running ERC pipelines
on individual institutions.
Individual consultations.
ERC and GACR.
Raising undistorted ERC awareness.

Z. Strakoš (Charles University) ERC and the CAS/UK Expert Group ActivityMasaryk University, Brno, Oct. 14, 2021



III. Support for ERC applicants?

Expert Group for ERC Applicants (Charles University and Czech
Academy of Sciences) together with Technology Center of CAS:

System of workshops (I, II, III) + Mock Interview.
Support for creating and running ERC pipelines
on individual institutions.
Individual consultations.
ERC and GACR.
Raising undistorted ERC awareness.

Individual institutions: They must take the responsibility for
identifying, supporting and educating potential ERC applicants.
They must maximally support their independence and allow them
to build-up their own research groups. Without this, no subsequent
work with applicants on the national level can be efficient.
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IV. What does the change of the situation require?

Leaving the ”comfort”of the ”Czech science”persistently presented by
statements like ”we know all best ourselves, we do not need ERC”.
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IV. What does the change of the situation require?

Leaving the ”comfort”of the ”Czech science”persistently presented by
statements like ”we know all best ourselves, we do not need ERC”.

Realizing that even an unsuccessful ERC application are rewarding,
providing that the applicants are ready and the work is done properly.
ERC applications considered only as a (premature) try
or as an exercise in writing waste time of all people involved.
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IV. What does the change of the situation require?

Leaving the ”comfort”of the ”Czech science”persistently presented by
statements like ”we know all best ourselves, we do not need ERC”.

Realizing that even an unsuccessful ERC application are rewarding,
providing that the applicants are ready and the work is done properly.
ERC applications considered only as a (premature) try
or as an exercise in writing waste time of all people involved.

Considering ERC seriously is for an individual and an institution
certainly rewarding in a longer time period.
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Thank you for your valuable time.

We will greatly appreciate your help.
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